[Chorion biopsy--a new method of prenatal diagnosis].
Chorionic villi are derivates of the trophoectoderm and therefore have the same genetic constitution as the embryo. The recently developed techniques of chorionic villi sampling in the 9th to 11th week of pregnancy and the cytogenetic analysis of this material open a new field in the prenatal diagnosis of chromosomal aberrations. With this method, a result is obtained about 8 weeks earlier than with the classical procedures performed by amniocentesis. This offers major advantages to both patient and physician.